Glossary of Web 2.0 terms

Sources used for this glossary:

   * Wikipedia

    * Web 2.0 in the Context of Development

    * Wordpress documentation

    * Marshall Kirkpatrick's blog post on Web 2.0

    * Webopedia
    * Library Instruction Wiki
Aggregator  (or news aggregator or feed reader)

An aggregator is a software or online service that uses a Web feed to retrieve syndicated Web content such as Weblogs and podcasts. New items are automatically discovered and downloaded to your aggregator for you to read. You don't have to visit all the Web sites you are interested in: you just add the feeds of these Web sites to the aggregator.

Avatar

An avatar is a graphic representation of a person online. Can be an icon or photo, but it seems to be mainly used for cartoon/computer animated persons. You can create an avatar for yourself at various places online, like http://avatars.yahoo.com (if you don't have a yahoo account, you'll have to sign up for one.) Some people try to make their avatars look like themselves, and others go for idealized/stylized visions.

Blog (Weblog - usually shortened to blog)

Blog is short for "Weblog." A blog is basically a place online where you can easily put words or photos without knowing computer programming. You type into a box, and publish it immediately to the web at a stable URL. Other people can find your blog by that URL. Each individual "post" usually has it's own URL also, if you want to link to it. More than one person can post to the same blog. Early incarnations of blogs were more like journals - people wrote down their thoughts, ideas, and actions. However, a lot of people use blogs to quickly inform others of events and occurrences in whatever circle they are involved with. There are a lot of library related blogs out there, for example. You can comment on other people's blog posts, and they can comment on yours.
Blogger

One who blogs, or, a major blogging program owned by Google.

Blogging

The act of posting stuff to your blog.

Folksonomy

A folksonomy is a user-generated taxonomy (as opposed a formally defined classification system). Folksonomies are used to categorize and retrieve Web pages, photographs, Web links and other Web content using open-ended labels called tags. Two widely cited examples of Web sites using folksonomic tagging are the image site Flickr and the social bookmarking site del.icio.us.

Open-source software

Open-source software refers to any computer software whose source code is available under a license (or arrangement such as the public domain) that permits any user to study, change and improve the software, and to redistribute it in modified or unmodified form. It is often developed in a public, collaborative manner. (This is in contrast to software programs, such as Microsoft Word, which cannot be altered by developers other than those employed by Microsoft.)
Podcast

A podcast is a media file, generally audio, that is distributed over the Internet using RSS, for playback on portable media players (like iPods) and personal computers. The host or author of a podcast is often called a podcaster. Podcasting's initial appeal was to allow individuals to distribute their own "radio shows," but the system quickly became used in a wide variety of other ways, including distribution of school lessons, official and unofficial audio tours of museums, etc.
RSS

RSS is a family of Web feed formats and is used by (among other things) news Web sites, Weblogs and podcasting. RSS is alternately defined as Rich Site Summary or Really Simple Syndication.

Screencasting

You can make a video of your screen activity (for example, to show people in real time where to click, what to type, etc.) and post it for others to use.

Social bookmarks

You can bookmark sites on your browser, or put them in your favorites. To share these sites with others, you have to find them in your browser and then send them to people via email or another means. Social Bookmarking allows you to put your bookmarks online. You get an account with a social bookmarking site like del.icio.us, upload your bookmarks, and tag them (see "Tags") with keywords.

Social Networking

Social networking is a broad term for a many-to-many approach to online interactions. In the past, communication tended to be a series of one-way presentations. Social networking makes for greater collaborative work online. In social networking, users can have an effect on their online environment, shaping it to fit their needs and sharing their ideas with others. Examples of popular social networking sites: MySpace and Facebook.
Tags
When you "tag" something, you ascribe keywords to it to help you find it again. If you're in flickr and you've uploaded a photo, you can tag it with some keywords. Later, you can search through your tags to find that photo and others that have been given the same tag. Because flickr is a social network, other flickr users can find your photo by its tag. So, if you go to Tillamook and take some pictures of your trip, and tag those pictures with the word "Tillamook, beach, Oregoncoast, etc." then people searching for pictures about "Tillamook" will get your photos as part of their search results.

Web 2.0

Web 2.0, sometimes called the Read/Write Web, refers to a “second-generation” of Internet-based services - such as social networking sites, wikis, blogs and communication tools - that let people collaborate, share information online, and generate content in ways previously unavailable.
Webcast

Webcasting is sending audio and/or video live over the Internet. In essence, Webcasting can be thought of as broadcasting over the Internet. The ability to Webcast using cheap/accessible technology has allowed independent media to flourish.

Wiki

A wiki is a Web site that allows visitors to add, remove, edit and change content. This ease of interaction and operation makes a wiki an effective tool for mass collaborative authoring. 
